Up Close And Personal

Getting on all fours with
four naked women and four cameras

by Johanna Lenanderiphoto graphy Aneta Bartos, wiawTzyrd ak, Elle Muliarchyk and ¥ana Tovber

on the way to my interview with Ancta
Bartos, Martynka Wawrzyniak, Elle
Muliarchyk and Yana Toyber, 1'm thinking
about female beauty and sexuality and all
the complicated feelings they stir up. I'm
meeting them to discuss their communal
art project, a mameless series of nude
portraits that they have taken of each
other. The work i an interesting exercise
in exploring the rwoles of exhibitionist and
voyeur. As the roles switch between subject
and photodarapher, there’s a continuous
exchange of control and exposure. Each
woman works from a very personal point of
view that she expresses throudh the other
airks’ bodies. The pictures give the viewera
dlimpse into each photoaraphers soul—via
four sets of amazing tits and asses

Johanna Lenander: How did you all meet?
ta B
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JL:Canwe go back to the origdimalconcept,
what was the original kea behind the

» it. But these twao

JL: But inevitably your art is going to be
seen by men

JL: But there may be a ot of women who
woukint understand it either. And another
thing about that is that you are four
women who shoot each other maked and
all four of you are very beautiful. And | was
curious about how you relate to that about
yoursehres. Would yvou be maked in the
photos if you didn’t ook the way you do?

i T 2 i =] i

he r on | i
1allenge the

JL: lako find it interesting because female
beauty and sexuality k& wvery powerful
and threatening. And | think women are
perceived as very threatening when they
don’t fit into the norm and do things that
are a littke crazy. Painting the lipstick
amnund the mouth is a very vaginal imaoe,
it's almost like this bia, crazy vaaina that
has completely lost control, and that &
Very scary.

P | hawe t

weird
arin).

JL: | find it very provocative, of coumse,
and very uncomfortable. Just the fact
that it goes on for s0 lond... | just felt
like, Oh my God, STOPr And you're also
thinkina, What is it? Are they making
love? Are they fighting? ks it both? | feel
like it really captures the complexity of
female relationships —the attraction, the
competition, the agaressiveness

P T il
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JL: And also the raw animal instinct that
we never ket out.

EM: Yos that iz true.

mAW: | think the hardest thing for me has
ahways heen to have relationships with
women. | greny upowith a sister and a mother
and | was ahvays the outsider. 've ahvays
found it easierto deal with men.

JL: Why?

mAW | findthe female competitive, petty nature
very challenging. | feel more like a man. e
and Elle ahways say that we are from hars.
Em: This is the first time in my whole life
that | have had any kind of relationship with
WOITIEN.

mAWY: Yeah, me tool

Emd: | dicn't hawve a mother really. | didn't have
sisters; | kind of raised myself and | never had
girlfriends —never ever—and now is the first
time that I'm learning how to talk to women.
Ciften, | just sit there and listen to them and
| think, "himmm..." especialy when they start
fighting.

YT s just discussions; we're discussing!
rIWYC ' likee Elle. 1'm more like & man in the
way | think and also in my sexuality, | think
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Far me this [the lipstick video] is very much
like Mars, the redness of it and the war. |'m
absessedwiththe color red, for some reason.
[t's the anger, the emations, the angst... |
don't know,

AB: I'm not a performer, but | feel like I'm
realty opening up through our collabarations
for the past months, and I'm getting more
comfortable with myself emotionally  and
secualy, because these girls are really strong
and open sexually, especially Martynka, She
hasz no inhibtions whatsoever.

YT, Mot in front of the camera at least. She's
like this, [opens her legs super wide] 'Here
ol gol'

hVY: | feel more comfortablewhen I'm nakedin
photographs. | feel funny in dothes. | feel like
they don't fit me andwhen | was amodel | didn't
like the way they dressed me up and put weird
autfits on me, The onhy shoots | enjoved were
the ones where | wore lingerie or was naked.
Andthen | started shooting with Richard and |
felt so liberated, | finally felt beautifull Because
| dicn't feel like someone was trving to make
me into something | wasn't,

AEB: Because women are constanthy forced to
adhere to the norm of femininity. 3o 1o see

someane who just walks into a room and is
g0 open with their sexuality and absolutely
fine with showing her vagina... And there is
nathing wrong with it, why should there be?
But we're so... When | grew up in Poland, it
wasa sinto masturbate.,

mAW | think this [cultural bagaage] iswhat |'m
reacting against too.

JL: I was just going to ask that, about
whether rebelling adgainst  traditional
Catholic values play into what you are
doing.

AE: Right now I'm at this point when |I'm
being rekelious. For me, in the beginning
this project was about sex and spirit and how
it plays such a role in creating cultures and
religiohs and taboos. And my ohsessions
and fears about existence in general, which
created this perfect pool of emaotions that
resulted in an eerie quality of anxiety and
seuality. And as the project moved on and
| started feeling these amazing connections,
| introduced new issues about sexuality and
freedom and dominance. Because that's how
| realty see the girls.
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“For me, in the beginning, this project was
about sex and spirit and how it plays such

a role in creating cultures and religions and
taboos. And my obsessions and fears about
existence in general, which created this perfect
pool of emotions that resulted in an eery quality
of anxiety and sexuality. And as the project
moved on and | started feeling these amazing
connections, | introduced new issues about
sexuality and freedom and dominance.
Because that’s how | really see the girls.”

— Aneta Bartos

JL: Can you say something about how you
shoot?

AEBE: Zometimes when | shoot, #'s wery
conceptual. | rentthese creepyhotelsthat give a
senseof eeriness andit'svery dark. [ just putthe
girls thereandtell themwhat todo. Cthertimes,
however, it's more spontaneous, where the
girls come upowhith their own poses and ideas.
mi Bhe shoots on Polargid. She literalby
takes two pictures and she's done.

Emt: And often wou can't see what wou're
shooting.

AE: Oh weah, | shoot blind hecause the
Paolaroid back is right on fop of the viewer
2 | basically point the camera and | hope it's
aoing to ke right. This is Yana, and we're in a
hatel and | just stuck her in a closet. s like
a sexual nightmare: vou don't know if she's
going to come out of there 1o have sex with
wall of kill wou, [All around laughter]. [Shouws
a picture with Elle in a wide legged stance
turned against the wall and Yana crouching
an the bed in child's poseg], And here | asked
Elle to pose like she was a man sa it looks like
she's peeing on the wall and Yana is offering
her azs 2o tt's a sexual situation but there's
no connection.

JL: s a very vulnerable position that
Yama is in.

YT don't know, 'meoinomy comfortable
frasition.

AEB: Zhe's always offering her ass, she think
it's her areatest asset.

YT Listen, I've been told, I've been told
AE: | was shooting the other day and Elle
was like, 'Let's just have this interview naked!
Let's just ke naked when the journalist
comes in.'

JL: P'm =0 glad vou didn't do thatl
YT We may do it for someone else.
mW S Cinly for & mant

JL: Oh my God, that poor person. That
would have been so intimidating.

AB: [Bhows a picture of Elle wrestling with
Yana oh a bed. This was a spontaneous
shoat, It was supposed o be just Elle having
a masturbating session, and Yana came to
just hang around, we had had a few drinks
and it was late, probably 2 or 3 o'clock inthe
morning. And Elle was like, 'Come on Yanal'
YT, And | wasn't feeling like being
phatographed that day

AB: Mo, and she literally ripped Yana's
clothes off

YT, Bhe raped me.

fW 'S ot & rape picturel

YT owas! | wasn't feeling itl

12

JL: Did you feel raped?

YT | mean, yveah spiritually, | felt a little kit
pressured because | didn't feel like doing
something and yvou made me daoit,

Em: Beocause vou weren't comfortakle with
waur body at that moment.

YT Yeah | wasn't prepared for it | hadn't
showered | just felt gross. 2o did | feel
viclated? Mayke a little kit

JL: s kind of a aray zone and very
semsitive stuff, but, we're talking about
pictures of raked women so it’s inevitable
that all these things come up.

Ent: I'm conscious of my body all the time,
except when wou [Martynka] shoot me, then
| don't care for some reason. And | think |
|k horrible in those pictures but | like it!
AE: This picture is of Martwnka, it's one of
the first pictures when she just. ..

P Yol told me to masturbatel

AE: Well | told vou to masturbate but | have
to tell this story it's really funny. 2o she's
an the bed and | tell her to lay down and
she's like, 'COhyeah?' [Goesinto doggy style
frasition].

YT | knowy, she just shows evenythingl

Emd: It's almost on purpose.

AE | felt like it was done on purpose.
[Cacophamy of voices].
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AE: Bhe raped mel

YT Did woul feel violated?

AEB: In a way.. | had never experienced
that. And I'm like 'lower, lowerl' And she
gqoes down this much [shows an inch] and
| try to get her down an her stomach and
it's impassible. It took me ten minutes to get
her from that place tofinally go down on the
bed.

mAW: Let me just say this, 1o me that's not
even racyl

AEB: Yeah, but for me it was a completely
New experience,

JL: So i that why you're asking her to
place her hand there?

AEB: Yeah, and | spent hours retouching her,
mW Trying to hide my asshole,

AB: Yes because | thought it was
parnographic. But then in the end | basicallhy
put it back,

MW Bhe called me and said, 'I've spent all
cday looking at wour anus.'[Looking &t pic of
Elle fisting Marynka].

YT, This makes me a little a queasy.

AE: | showed it to a curator and this was his
favorite.

it guerrilla-style and we just goin and take our
clothes off and jumpin.

JL: Why do youdo it there?

YT, Because it's private and people don't
narmally come in. But once in awhile, families
came in andwe have to get out, We just swim
to our bathing suits and put them on. | don't
want to say which hotel because | don't want
toget in frouble.

JL: These are so dreamy and abstract,
they're not necessarily about sex to me.
mW Yeah, they remind me of a dream
sedquence.

YT, Thiz to me is like the Three Graces—
they're muses. I'm not very exploftative; a lot
of the sex workers |'ve covered are subjeds
that could easily have been exploitative. | feel
like nudity in itself is sexual 5o | don't need to
focus on that, [Moving on to Elle's photos].
Emlt | onby started photographing three vears
ago and before that | was a model I'm
fascinated with a woman's body, but it's kind
of alien to me, it's not very emational. | have
problems and issueswith my o boodhy bt my
interest in ancther woman's body is more like
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JL: Its a very dominant picture. And it
makes me think of motherhood.

YT IS just a good way to shut her up.

AE: Here's Elle masturbating.

JL: Why did you want to shoot her
masturbating?

AB: wanted to do a masturbating piece on
each of us. | even shaot myself doing it, and
the ariginal concept was to have the original
Palaroids hidden, hecause | thought it was
saintimate, and | just wanted to have them
as ohe-of-a-kind, and if someone wants to
by it | will charge a fortune because we're
aming so much of ourselves.

EM: There's such a connection with this
particular photo, because the acual picture
was in the room with us, so if vou have it,
vl have a piece of four girls masturbating.
AE: Butthen | decidedthat | wouldblow them
Up, because | started to feel more confident
and comfortakble with masturbation tzelf.
YT, Yeah, because vou were brought upto
regard it as a sin.

AEB: | 'was brought upin avery strict Catholic
cllture.

Emt: Me too We weren't Catholic, but

afascination with a material that | ook at from
a distance. | quess that it's kind of like Terny
Richardsaon shooting women, but of course, |
shoot without exploiting of degrading any one.
In the beainning, kecause I'm so busy, [was
just like, "Okay, et me just get some pictures
aut of the way' 20 | shot the girls in their
houses asthey are and as| seethem. Butthen
| thought that it was realty cool to have these
girls that would do anything for me, anvthing
| ask of them. 3o then | decided o go for the
wildest ideas | could come up with. | always
hawe very sexual, visual, weird dreams and |
went back to my note pad where | had made
drawings in the morning and started to take
pictures that illustrated my dreams. 2o this is
ane of them. [Bhows a photoof Yana ina back
bend with flames coming out of her orotch).
[t's a waoman volcano, when she's angry she
spews fire and lava out of her pussy, It's not
Phaotoshop —it's real.

mAW: Yeah, she farted.

YT Shut up.

Emd: The fire is nat literally on her, it's nest

1o her.

YT, She plays with perception a lot

Emt: A friend of mine said, 'This is very

Art_Communal project

Communist. That was alsoe antFzex

AE: Andthiswasthe last one where | opened
L, literally:

YT, Yol did!

W She finally spread her legs. [The
discussion moves on to Yana's pictures].

YT | haven't done any nudes until this project.
| worked a lot with photographing people in
the sex industry but | aiays had the qgirls
dressed because | didn't want to show them
naked because they're always exposed.

| wanted to show their faces and emaotions.
These were shot a few months ago. | shoot
under water,

JL:Why?

YT, Because it feels a little embryonic, and
also because there's such a scarcity of water
in nature. With the gradual destruction of
aur environment, water is a resource that is
serioushy threatened. t's so vital for sunvival,
Emd: It wras also very good to be here.

YT, They're shot af an indoor swirmming ool
EM: We had to shoot fast becausze it was a
public pool and all of & sudden, families would
show L,

YT s in avery fancy hotel 5ol Kind of shoot

religious—a burning bush!' This is ancther
cdream that | recreated almost exactly the
way it was, with Anetaandthe wolf, [Shows a
picture of Aneta lving on a concrete floor with
a taxidermy wolf hovering over her crotch).
AE: Zhe brought an assistant and she told
me he was gay 5o | wouldn't get nenvous.

JL: S0 you’ll be showing this?

mAW We' e meeting with curators to find the
perfect situation to show this, We're thinking
we'll show it either in late fall or earby spring.
We're ready o

JL: Will you continue with the project?
Everybody in unison: Yes.
YT We will continue for vears, probakly,

vy anetabartos.com

v =fg rianage rent.corsellermo lzm: hykfzshion. btm
w, rrErty ik, comn

wa yanaEtoybercann
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