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In a self-portrait feature Aneta Bartos and her 
body building father explore the complexities 
of the father-daughter relationship. Once a 
year Bartos travels back to her small hometown 
in Poland, where she was raised by her father  
as a single parent from the age of eight until 
she turned sixteen, and together in a series of 
re-envisioned memories they create Family 
P ortrait. Set within a domestic environment  
with her father as her subject, they take on 
 performative and suggestive poses in which 
their relationship seems to draw upon many 
possible, unsettling and yet gripping scenarios.

In Family Portrait, conceived by an expansion  
of Bartos’s previous body of work Dad, she 
 inclusively enters the photographs. Her very  
fit 74-year-old father and his fully bloomed 
daughter frequently pose semi-nude in a space 
where the depiction of the unclothed body 
should not quickly be diminished to a simple 
reading of purely sexuality and gaze. Bartos’s 
work is often charged with exploring, manipu-
lating and challenging such a gaze. As the 
 natural process of ageing occurs, something a 
bodybuilder doesn’t like to think of, it becomes 
a poignant element of the series.
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All images in order of appearance 
from the series Family Portrait 
©Aneta Bartos, courtesy of the 
artist.

ILody, Poland, 2017 
Mostek, Poland, 2017 
Bottle, Poland, 2017 
Mirror, Poland, 2015 
Kasztan, Poland, 2016 
Wanna, Poland, 2017 
Zalew, Poland, 2015 
Lolling, Poland, 2016 
Dangle, Poland, 2016

In 2001 Aneta Bartos received a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts at the School 
of Visual Arts and has since exhib-
ited in various group exhibitions 
 internationally, her recent exhibi-
tions include Magic Mirror (2017) 
and NSFW: Female Gaze (2017). 
Bartos’s most recent solo show 
 Family Portrait was curated by 
 Magda Sawon at the Postmasters 
Gallery and was on display at Miami 
Basel for Untitled Art Fair in Decem-
ber. Her work has been featured in 
W Magazine and Elephant, as well  
as online publications such as 
 Artforum. She recently received a 
Pollock Krasner Award to produce a 
new body of work.


